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in all cases send stamps for (hat purpose.

The District Attorney.

. 'The busiest man in New York at pres-
is WiLL1AM TRAVERS JEROME.

) getting his office in ghape for the ener-

, honest fulfilment of the functions
nging to it. He is investigating

h characteristic vigor and thorough-
the question of the responsibility

the disaster in the Harlem tunnel.

at the same time, through an almost
{mconceivable concatenation of circum-

ptances, he finds it his duty to lay down |

the guidance of the new municipal

administration some fundamental princi-
of law in the larger sense.

. There is only one lawful way to pro-

ide for Sunday opening of the saloons.

t is the way which Mr. JEROME has

advocated .ever since the subject first |

angaged his intelligent attention. It is
make Sunday opening, during the
rs and to the extent that may seem
advisable in this city, a lawful thing in

jtself. This must be done by the amend-
ment of existing law. It can be done by
no other method.

Therefore, when the District Attorney
finds floating in the atmosphere around
the City Hall the idea that the same

can be accomplished legiti-
mately by the deliberate and systematic
failure of public officers to enforce the
laws which they have sworn to enforce,
no wonder that he proceeds to demolish
that sophistry in his usual outspoken
and fearless fashion.

“ * Liberal enforoement’ of the law is
rot. ‘Liberal enforcement’' of a penal
statute is non-enforcement.” These prop-
ositions of the District Attorney are ir-
refragable verities. “ Liberalization ” of
the law by non-enforcement is a policy
doomed to failure, and loaded in ad-
vance with humiliation to those foolish
enough to attempt it.

Mr. Squash’s Bill,

The genial bucolic name of SQUASsH,
who is supposod to be a member of the
yet-to-be-chosen Sixtieth Congress, is
the appropriate name of the supposed
introducer of a bill facetiously numbered
“H. R. 4-1144." which purports to be
a bill “ for the absorption by the Gen-
ere]l Government of all seed firms in the
United States.” It recites that since
dhe amount of Government seed dis-
tributed has grown from ha!f a million
packets tp 47,000,000, and the latter
number i8 insufficient, the dole shall be
increased to 100,000,000 at once; and
that to help the Secretary of Agricult-
ure to scatter plenty with a smiling

hand he shall be authorized to purchase | yoives of iife. and bave been taught that their
the stock, good will and fixtures of every | gietary was the dead bodies of the slaughtered
1f | Unconsclous of their divine origin and of their

the seed houses decline to sell out, the | kinship with the princely host whose food is purest

sted house in the United States

Secretary shall proceed against them
by injunction * so that to the Govern-
ment alone shall be intrusted the dis-
tribution of garden ‘sass.' "

The Secrctury Is also empowered to
buy amy seed house that may here-
after be established so * that there may
be carried out the full intent of Con-

., to wit, that the seed trade of the
lnited Btates, as now partially conducted
under private incentive, shall by Govern-
ment be absolutely alworbed, and as a
pwivate business be destroyed now and
forever, the Deparunent of Agriculture
being finully charged with the conduct
of this purticular line of commerce, us
an initial step for more extended absory-

on of wmny her  comaneracinl aud
manulacturing pursaiis

e humorous seedsiian w! re
pured this burlosque bill s unjust (o
the intent of Congress, which meant
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not be allowed to play at any oivilian
parade or entertainment, and ask the
authorities to keep them from doing so.

Owing to the in the Assistant
Secretaryship of the Navy, action on the
Musicsl Union's complaint was not
taken until a few days ago, when the
new Assistant Secretary, Mr. DARLING,
sent the following reply to the Secretary
of the union:

| have examined and considered the facts and
have 1o say that unless In case ;.' pecullar or ex-
coptional clreumstances, or unless otherwise pro-
hibited by law, | should be reluctant to prohibit
an employce of the Government from engaglog In
private labor or enterprise when that engage-
ment doex not Interfere \my the full performance
of his duties under his employment by the Govern-
ment.  Thls case Is not one of such pecullar or
exeeptional character; your request s therefore
denled .

The members of the army and the
marine bands receive much less pay
than civilian musicians, and so long as
they do not underbid the latter, they
certainly are entitled to accept non-
military engagements that do not inter-
fere with their regular duties. Profes-
sional writers might as well object to
military and naval men contributing
articles to magazines, or engineers to
officers of the Engineer Corps of the
army being asked to advise on plans
for municipal constructions, as civil-
jan musicians object to military musi-
clans playing for money when they
are not performing military duty.

The New York branch of this musical
labor union is said to have decided to
“ start a strong agitation against the
competition of army bands with civilian
musicians,” moved thereto by the fact
that the managers of the Charleston
Exposition have engaged one of the
artillery bands to supply the official
music at that great show. This band
was hired, not because it offered to play
at lower rates, but because it could play
the music that the managers desired.

Aristophagy.

If titles were vogetables, what a feast
Jostax OLpFiELD, M. A, D. C. L, M. (.
R. 8, L. R. C. P, would have. JosiAH
is a vegetarian and he loves to preach
vegetarianism whether men will hear
or whether they will forbear. In the
Herald of the Golden Age, he brings
forward a new word for his habit or
cult. He finds *“ vegetarianism " too
cold a name. So he produces “ aris-
tophagy,” the eating of the best. He
hopes for the coming of “ our aris«
tophagists—our eaters of the best, men
and women who refuse to eat the com-
mon garbage of the undeveloped, and
who in their earnest search for the ideals
of life, refuse to be dragged down by
contact with the food of shambles.”

It will be seen that aristophagy is
a matter of morality with Josiau. He
would as soon commit murder as eat a
veal cutlet; and if he had to chooss
between arson and a mutton chop, it
would not be the chop that would be
burned. He is particularly anxious
to commend aristophagy to the aris-
tocrats:

“ 1 have no quarrel with the blind that they can-
not see nor with the lame that they cannot walk,
but 1 have A message to those who are of high
lineage and nobie bicod, but who are bound down
by chalns of ignorance into a life that Is not theirs.
Men and women of the highest caste have
been brought up to feed with the hyenas and

manna, they live in Egyptiau bondage and belleve
themaelves 10 be the slaves of Egyptian masters
The Heralds of the Dawn, the Heralds of the Golden
Age, the Heralds of the Century of Promise, come
{f old 1o sound the olarion |
ery. to wake the slecpers, to call Into responsive
being that loner conaclence, that sllent but ever
present string which walts but the right note to
respond 1o

“Those who are aristophagists by
birth and breeding. " who feel themselves
“ called 10 be deliverers, 1o be JOsSHUASR,
to be aristophagists,” JORIAH invites
to joun the Order of the Golden Age
We wish the order well, albeit cuycum- '
bers with onions may taste as well in
the of the meat eater as in |
that of the anstophagist But Josiam
Ok, M A, &c, shouldn't be oo
conhdent The Megutherium wus an
aristophagist, waan't he, and the Mau-
and even that Bamsox of the
the Thunder lizard
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named, that is, presumably, in small [ They report the inland wires are repuired as fast
sections of the State not under the im- :-."",,,,,."'" .'.".. :’. ,"'““m:.u““'“’:
mediate supervision of town or city | the ratiway um. a.:.n:.: and &m 50
authorities, the proposed law will permit | provisions can ween places.
a speed of twenty miles an hour. 'In:;.- m‘:. pnp‘r:l‘.g:‘ raln m.r:‘ day. Nyo'
resouroes in the y: all d yed, Falr

In open opposition to the Cocks meas-
ure, and, also, to similar measures which
may be introduced in the Legislature,
are arrayed most of the automobile
clubs of this State, headed by the Auto-
mobile Club of America. The memberp
of these organizations declare that the
law as it now stands, permitting them to
run their machines at the rate of eight
miles an hour in cities and fifteen miles
an hour elsewhere, is sufficiently re-
striotive to assure safety to all conocerned.
They do not deny that the present law
has been, in some instances, ignored;
but they aver that there is a strong
sentiment in all their clubs against un-
lawful driving. and that the clubs
are doing their best to prevent it.
The Automobile Club of America has
announced that it will expel from that
organization any member found guilty
of exceeding the legal limit, and its offi-
cers have, from the first, been promi-
nent among those desirous of safe and
legitimate speed.

There is no doubt that the attack
upon the chauffeurs is, to a certain ex-
tent, justifiable; but we believe that no
good reason exists for lowering the
limit of speed allowed by the present
statute. To fix a limit of seven miles
per hour in practically all parts of the
State would be not only injudicious, but
absurd. Such a restriction might ac-
complish the single purpose that is up-
permost in the minds of a compara-
tively small number of our citizens, but
it would be excessively severe upon the
automobilists and, therefore, unneces-
sarily oppressive upon the motor vehicle
manufacturers, through its detracting
greatly from the pleasure of automo-
biling.

The law as it stands should not be
altered as regards the speed limit therein
provided, but if in order to compel its
observation, a heavier fine is necessary,
we see no reason why it should not be
amended in that direction.

The Immortal Government Plates.

A distinguished member of the House
of Representatives—not the Hon. JAMES
D. RicHARDSON—sends us his copy of a
circular letter that has been addressed
to Congressmen by a publishing con-
cern in New York:

“ DEAR S1R: We beg to bring to your atiention
the fact that we are publishing an edition of * Mes«
sages and Papers of the Presidents,’ edited by the
Hon. JaMrs D. RICHARDSON of Tennessce, printed
trom plates made by the Government, which we
some time ago purchased from the Bureau of Nae

tional Literature and Art.

* We can supply & single set of this In & substan-
tal binding, pristed on good paper, at $12.50, or
will wholesale them in lots of ten at $7.50 per set.

* Qur apology for burdening you with this purely
busineas matter is that some publio oficlals have
sought information as to the pries and place of
purchasing this set of books of which s0 much
bas been sald and written, and while we do not
expect you to serve us by bringing our proposition
to the attention of your friends and constituents,
it has occurred Lo us that you might desire to favor
them with the loformation should they seek It,
and we will hold ourselves In readiness to meet
thelr requirements and serve them promptly,
Very respectfully yours,

“THE BANGAIN BoOX COMPANTY,

*New YORk, Jan. 3 10007

These gift plates, turned over to the
Jasmes D. RicHARDSON, at his
earnest solicitation, by a foolish and too
confiding Congress, are yet being worked
for all they are worth by a modest and,
we hope, respectable successor of Ricn-
AkDbsox and Bancvs. The price of the
Government document
ARDSON'S fraudulent copyright has gone
down from a maximum of §34 to & min-
imum of $7 50 that is, if you take ten
gota.  The transitions of ownership have
been as follows:

Tue 'nited States of America

e Hon. Jawss D. RicHanmsow,

Jamms 5 Banovs

“ The Commitiee on Distribution

* Tue Burcsu of Natlonsl Litersture and Art.*

e Baigsin Book Company

What mutations'
tors of the Government property which
the Hon James D Ricuannsons be gged
of Congress and then sent splining
down the highways and hyways ol the
book trade are not open (o censure or
erivicimm  These apparently linperishable
plates  are their property, if they have
Dot thetn atud they have u |F‘l‘ right
to soll this | nited Blates Govertunent
doowment  unmolested so long as they
svord Barcusian methonds
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The new proprie. |

road from landing polnt 'Io Clenfuegos.”

The conclusion reached by the court,
which firet stated that the memorandum
was roceived simultaneously with the order
to find out if the Spaniards were in Cien-
fuegos, and, if not, to go to Bantlago, was:

“ Commodore SCHLEY should have endeavored
on Mey 23 to obtaln information regarding the
Spanish squadron by communicating with the
Insurgents at the place designated In the mem
orandum dellvered to him at 815 A, M. of that
date.”

SCHLEY'S objections to the findings of
the court are numbered S8econd and Third:

+Second—The majority of the Court have held
that the applicant should have endeavored 1o open
communication with the Insurgents at the place
designated In the memorandum of Commander
McoCALLA when, In fact, there was no plgee men
tloned In sald memorandum as being a place at
which a camp of Insurgents was located."

The italios are ours.

“ Third—The majority of the Court have arrived
at the opinlon stated In the foregolng paragraph
without regard to the faet, which was proven by
the overwhelming welght of testimony, that the
sald McCalla memorandum was sent to Commodore
SORLEY only for use In connection with (he o
formation It contalned relative to certaln batteries
at or bolng constructed In the viclnity of the en-
trance to the harbor of Clenfuegos, as Is attested
by the order No. A, dated May 18, 1508, and sent to
Commodore SCRLEY by Admiral SAMPsoN.™

The order referred to was written at a
time when the movement to Santiago had
not been determined on:

“KBY West, Fla., May 19, 1808,

“8ir: 1 Inclose a copy of a memorandum from
Commander MCCALLA.

*“ You will take steps to prevent the enemy from
continuing work on the new fortifications men-
tloned therein.

There is a rumor by way of Havana that the
Spanish squadron has put Into Santlago.

“W.T. SaMPaon.t

Consequently BCRLEY'S arguments for
reversing the finding of the court were that
the * memorandum " did not specify
where a “ camp of insurgents was located,”
and that the memorandum was limited
in its application because the order accom-
panying it directed his special attention to
certain forta.

We submit this without comment.

I= this remarkably kind and honey-
hearted weather to last? Is winter on its
last legs before it has got its second wind?
In faot, is there to be any winter? Not
if the prairie dog has mysatical lore. There
are thirty of these prophets in Lincoln
Park, Chicago. For the first time in thir-
teen years—mark the fateful number—
they have roused them from their sleep in
midwinter and come out of their holes;
come out to eat instead of waiting for the
frost to come out, as their custom has been,
The superintendent of the park and the
guardian of the prophetic beasts swear
that the cold days are over and done. The
prairie dog doesn't take the trouble to
wake up for nothing. But is the prairie
dog trustworthy? He may have a genius
for weather, but has he the shrewdness
and cool judgment of the woodchuck? Keep
on your furs till the groundhog comes.

Who should turn up as chief speaker
at the Jackson Day banquet of the Cook
County Democracy but Col. Jim Ham
Lewis of Washington State and the world ?
He viewed “Our Threatening Destiny "
with alarm, but not with despair. * Let
no man assume that I view my country's
future in despair,” he cried. Our threat-
ening destiny was only a pole wherewith
to stir up the English language. We can
see the electrio lights turning pink as the
orator vells

“1 sound the warning to wake her vigils that
when aroused they may beat back the cunning
despollers.”

Onee more into the breach:

“Surely we will not forget that for similar treat
ment by Grorar 111, to us as we are Inflicting on
the Phillppines

The English language looks flushed and
foars a threatening destiny. Wreathed in
pink fire, Col. JiM Ham LEwis is waking
its vigile
BiLL PurLes of Missouri is the most

harmonious Demao-
The other day some-
bodly asked him who was his choiee for
Senator in Congress in place of the Hon
Gronak Geravam Vest * 1 am a good
Democrat,” said Col. Purres, " and will
not declare myselfl until the platform has
been made I we declare for sound money,
1 am for Warniace  If we reaMerm 10 1o},
1 shall be for CHanr CLARK, if each man
s to make his own ratio, then | am for
Broxe " It s lHkely enough that ol
PuUBLrs was amusing himself with a little
saroasin, but his words have the trus old
Demooratio splrit, now a0 rare " | e
leve in the platform  what is the platform?
Hurrah for the candidate  who o thunder

in the candidate?”

Col
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oral Low on view

An ®loanest not oonsidered i the et ter

of oy beroase e that of the cotnisslons
Nearly 1wo thousaod of these wore sont
L] ta B3 o bt hanpat Morviay last for his
sgoal iy 1 manel abar of aMsing
LA wotid b cotmiderglide o the con
Thidn e il e LTI ™ groatiy b
orammend Ly the faot 1t Lhey aiw o TG
' L las Ty F that et Loow
p " r i ol by e appiiontin o
porwidorsdd b ™ e s "
w b | Viwwwioi . g
' byt o " s |
' f )aml » - ] ]
! ' - T o gy ™
) it e Pk o e -
! e Lt st s al '™

- i e b |
b | * f hvw .l - T
i g Mg ahd Hiw e ' v

g "Whip w ' UL
' ’ “
'

M MEBEE B T kL
i Malbirwmr Al ' | T E TR R
fw P i

- ’
-
’
’ ’
.
PO maragts vl bers e el e Rew 8
’ -
- ¢ . .
wletss W Bewmap s . e
- TR T > . [
d Pl o e o . . R
e e B
Frme Aw .. . - " @A A
e e a0 0 shm bom R

| Mr. Lincoln to be Seoretary of the Depart-

| of

THE CZAR'S MESSAGE TO LINCOLN
Senator Harlan's Testimeny &s to Simon
Cameron's Secret Mission.

From the Chicago Tribune of To-day.

To THE ED1TOR OF THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE
~8ir: Your editorial this morning upon
“Russia in the Civil War" brings to my mind |
a statement made t5 me by the late Senator |
James Harlan of Towa, which certainly is of |
interest and possibly of importance.

Senator Harlan was undoubtedly deep
in Mr. Lincoln's confidence. He was a |
wise Senator, a hard student, an orator |
and always a stanch supporter of the
President. He was chairman of the Re-
publican Congressional Committee in the
ocampaign of 1864. He was nominated by

ment of the Interior just before the Presi~ |
dent's death. His daughter became the |
wife of Mr. Robert Lincoln.

Senator Harlan was from 1883 to 1886
presiding Judge of the Court of Alabama
Claims, the court which heard the indi-
vidual claims against the CGeneva Award.
I was also a member of that court, and had
great pleasure and profit from intimate
association with a really great man who
possessed a rich mint of valuable inside
information touching the war period, and
who was not given to volubility.

Judge Harlan told me that President
Lincoln had told him that just before Gen.
Simon Cameron went to Russia as American
Minister in the early part of 1862 he was
charged with a secret commission. He
directed the Minister, upon the presenta-
tion of his letters to the Russian Chancellor
in St. Petersburg, to say that President
Lincoln asked that the Minister might
have a personal and confidential interview
with the Czar; that if this was accorded
he should say to the Czar that the Presi
dent was troubled about the possibility
of interference by England or France in
behalf of the Confederacy, and that if the
friendship of Russia was such as to justify
the monarch in conveying, confidentially, |
any intimation of his feelings and atti-
tude in such a contingency the President
would be grateful; that the interview was
accorded, the message was delivered and
the answer was cordial and in about these ‘
words:

“The friendship of Russia for the United
States has long ocontinued, and is such as |
to justify the President's request. The
reply of Russia is ready, You will conve; |
to Mr. Lincoln my personal regards, and |
say that the danger of interference by any
European nation is exceedingly remote,
but in that improbable contingency, or
upon the appearance of real danger of it,
the friendship of Russia for the United |
States will be made known in a decisive
manner, which no other nation will be able
to mistake."”

This shows beyond a doubt that Mr.
Lincoln, at least, had some very definite
knowledge of the sealed orders which soon
after led the Russian fleet to cast anchor
off Sandy Hook and wait there through
the months of the following summer.

Very likely these facts have been pub-
lished heretofore, although I don't remem-
ber seeing them in print. In any event,
they may interest you and may possibly
prove of public interest. A. 8. DRAPER.

President's Office, University of lllinois,

CHaMrAlIGN, I11, Jan. 7.

COMMERCE IN COLLEGE,

Practical Work In the Commercial Course
of Chicago University.

The University of Chicago is one of our
{nstitutions of higher learning that is giving
much attention to commercial studies
Among other universities that have es- |
tablished special schools of commerce
or commercial courses are the Universities
California, Michigan, Pennsylvania,
and the City of New York. Most of them
as yet have done little more than to make a
beginning; but all expect in the near future
to complete their equipment along this line. |
The University of Wisconsin has already
a completely rounded out four years' course
with gradua'~ attachments for those who
desire it

In the colleges of commeroce and admin-
istration of the University of Chicago,
the more theoretical work of the classroom
is being supplemented this winter with talks
from those who have themsel ves acquired
reputation as practical men of affairs
Every few days some man of sucoess and
distinction in his line talks to the students
in their large lecture hall on the phase of
business with which he s spwcially ac- '
qualtited. Most of these loctuivis ure prom
inent men of Chiceg

Among those whe are speaking on rall '
roads, for example, are Mr Abbot, former
President of the Wisconsin Railroad, » ho
treats raliroad Anance. Me Paul Mot
pecond Vioe-President of the Santa Fe ILal

road on “Rallway Problems  and Mr A
W Sulitvan of the Hlinoks Ce al, on " Ra
road Managemen' and  Operation A
cotirse of nine lectures on modorn indust e es
are  included in the  progismine M
F H Head twats the *Stoel Iudusiy® and
Bocretary North of the Natianel Associa
tion of Wool Manmulacturers will deliver
thres leoturcs o the *Teatile lodustiries
“The Methods of Ranking” s the syl '
of  President Fokels of the ot clal
Nationml Bark A setieos of oot Uros
the towhinnd of it o i ludes
b joctis  an Ihe © b bachange |
v ot 1t 1y *The Foreign Fachaige” aid
vt p
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| stranger things.

| Mis'

| in Kansas and asked to be restored to

| covered in Central Park and keepers from

WANTED TO

s -+e)
Return of John S, Hrasneld's Negroes to
Missovrl After the War,

“I read an article in Tue SuN a few days
ago 1o the effect that the drift of negroes
in several of the border States is to the
South,” said a man who formerly lived
in what was once a slave State, “It Is not
strange to me that this is so.

“At the time of the Emancipation Proola-
mation John 8. Brasfield, a man of wealth
and social position, was living on his farm
in Platte county, Mo. He was a typical
Southern gentlernan. He was the most
popular man in Platte county and by rea-
son of his prominence in Masonio affairs he
was most favorably known throughout
his State.

“He owned about twenty-five as likely

| negroes as you could scare up in a week's

travel, They were the special care of theirl
owner and his wife.

“There were always several house ser-
vants. These were trained by ‘Aunt Kate'
Brasficld, as she was called by everybody
in the county. The others negroes lived
in cabins scattered about the farm.

“Many a time in the bleak nights of
winter John Brasfleld and his wife went
out to the cabins to see that the oocupants
were ‘n‘npprly cared for. The negroes
were always allowed to share in the crops
which they helped to cultivate, and were
also permitted to market produce in Platte
City, the county seat.

“T'he money obtained from such sales
was taken back to the farm and given to
Miss Kate, who kept a little account for each
depositor, thereby becoming the negroes’
banker., She was always ready to cash
their demands, but never permitted a
depositor to withdraw the nestegg.

“Platte county bordered the Missouri | ©

River on the west. The other shore was
Kansas. It was only a short distance from
the Brasfield farm to the Land of Refuge.

“When the Emanecipation Proclamation
was issued Brasfield lined up his colony of
negroes aud explained to them that they
were free. He gave them the choice of
remaining and sharing by their labor in the
profits of the. farm or of going out for them-
selves, |

*The older darkies elected to remain, |
as they had been subject to Mas' John and
Kate., The younger ones concluded
to go to Kansas, not because they were
anxious but because they believed it would
be to the interest of their old master.

“The parting was a day of lamentation
on the old farm. The negroes bound for
Kansas filed down the big bluegrass pasture
in front of the house and said good-by to
their master, missus and the negroes who
remained on the farm. The latter were
scattered along the road to the gate, and
as the departing slaves passed out they

'mF old plantation songs.

“I have forgotten how long the darkies
who went to Kansas remained there, but
one by one they returned and asked per-
mission to come back, not as laborers merely,
but as slaves, as they were before the war.
Brasfield explained to them that they could
not return to slavery.

“They were loth to understand it, but
finally accepted the offer to work on wages
and shares. They remained on the farm
until Mis' Kate's death, which occurrence
caused a breaking up of the old place.

“It in the only instance to my knowledge
in which negroes returned from freedom

"

slavery
BLACK SQUIRREL IN THE PARK.

Rare Specimen and Wary —City Feeding
All the Squirrels.

A black squirrel, which is considered a
very rare freak of nature, has been dis-

the menageria and park policemen have
been making futile efforts for the last few
days to capture it. It is about the size of the
gray squirrel, but has long, jet black fur,
It was last seen near the Ramble, Director |

| Smith of the menagerie sent two keepers

with a net and some peanuts to try to

| capture the little animal to put it on exhi-

bition, but it was very wary and could not
be caught. It is full grown and was first
woen in the Park a foew days ago. Mr. Smith |
waid vesterday that he last heard of a black

squirrel about here five years ago, when

one appeared in Mount Morris Park and |
eluded efforts to capture it, The squirre]
was killed after it had bitten ggveral ehil-

dre
Fmployees of the Park Departient were

pent out vesterdav mornin 10 ROAtLer
pranuts about Central Park where the
peveral hundred red and gray squirrels
oould get them for food t was the first

timne in the Park’s history that the cily had
provided food for the little animels. The
suggestion was made by President Willeox
of the Park Board.  Peanuts were selected
b mint of their light weight
they would remin on top of the snow
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CONFERINCE THANAKS DAVIS

Cheirman of Our Delegation Leaves the
Ty of Merlie

Ciry o Mexioo, Jan 10 At the cliwe
of to-day's session of the Pan-American
Congress former Nenator Davis, chairman
of the | todd Mates dedegation, announesd
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BE SLAVES AGAIN.
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1 have known ’
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THE WUNNEL COLLISION.

Suggestions and Opinlons of San Readors
on the Recent Accident.

To Tae EpiToR or THE BUN—Sir; Anent
the apparently needless and awful loss of
life and the maiming of imbs and bodles in
the Harlem tunnel wreck, has it ocourred to
the public that the despairing ory of ths
engineer, “It was up to me to make up lost
time,” has more behind it than at first ap-
pears?

Upon pretty good authority it Is asserted
that rallroad engineera are “docked”™ or
“marked against” when they come in behind
the schedule.

Of course, the rules of the company are all
right: but is it fair to the engineer who has
but a pittance when compared with the tre-
mendous trust reposed in him, to have that
pittance reduced because he runsthe risks
in order that “no kick” shall be coming?

A man who has been in practical rallroad
business was stalled last night in the tunnel
at Beventy-second street. He got out of tha
traln and walked the track, and he says that
Tmn walking he could hardly see the red
lﬂl’nt forty feet awufl

ut the engineer is in a swiftly moving
cab; he must not only keep his eyes on
any signal, but he must also look after his
gauge-cock, In going through the tunnel
it i almost impossible to know whether the
pet cock or the gauge shows water or steam
unless it is looked at, and in that one instant of
looking the durger point mna’ be passed

But the engineer had & “distant” wamning,
Remembering what has been sald above,
how natural for him to get as close to the
“home" signal as possible, in order to save

me,
All of this hinges on the “personal equation ”
Taking away the tunnel \l}%ruvnn nmhlnlg ir

elec-

nl,nuln are [nadequate, Course
rleity will ellminate smoke; but how about
fog? ~ On a western road there 15 a de-

vice whereby the engineer's cab is lighted
red as soon as a daunger wone is entered
The tunnel, if it must remain, could be
lighted every fifty feet with a duplicate line
arc lights--red to show occupied block,
white a free block.

In addition to the above a bell could ba
made to ring in the engineer's cab when a
danger zona is entered. A device has also
been tried whereby the steam 1s shut off out-
side the cab by a danger lever

To those of us who oare more for life and
limb than for the vwin’ of a few moments
of time, it seems that al ’mnslhlﬂ. practioabls
devices (no matter what Lthey cost in expenss
and time consumed) should be applied  Is it
better we should reach our offices a few min-
utes ahead, or leave a few maimed and dead
behind? GBORGE MARTIN Huss,
NEw YORk, Jan, 0

To taw Eprtor or THr BuN—Sir! As an
old reader of your paper and an old commuter
on the New York, New Haven and Hart-
ford Ruilroad, 1 would like to know why that
road 1 permitted to run cars into New York
Stute, with oil lamps in their coaches, and {f
they have authority from the New York
State Railroad Commissioners, why they
give it when they are appolnted to Jaok out
for the interest of the travelling publio and
to see that the laws are carried out by the

railroads?

If I am not mistaken T think lMs A Year-
end collislon (some years ago) a law was
yassed prohibiting the use of oil lnmpl‘hyn

om

he New Haven road has been usin
on some of thelr cars ever since_and I have
noticed them on the 6:04 and 6:22 P. trains

out of the Grand Central station and on some
of the local trains in the morning
It looks nomovh{at as though the Rallroad
Commission wers for the benefit of tha rail-
ronds and not the people—what do you think?
SPRINGFIELD, Mass., Jan. 9. TRAVELLER.

To 1ur Epitor o THE BvN—Sir: 1 was
on a Third Avenue cable car which ran Into
and overturned an Immense beer wagon,
shooting the two or three men on it some
distance to the pavement, The gripman was
looking straight at it, hud nothing to do but
to stop the car and it was plain long before
it was necessary to apply the brake that the
unwieldy truck could not get out of the way,
It was evident to me that the gripman was

| nuﬂvrlnr from & momentary but complets
or

suspensjon of his faculties  When within a
feet of the truck he seemed to gather
himself together and frantically applied tha
brake

1 do not believe there is A man living who
{& not at times liable to this suspension of
faculties. 1 should not call this lack of pres-
ence of mind, whivh us generally used means
doing promptly the right thing when suddenly
confronted with a situation, but it was -lmPlr
the mometary inability to act at all in he
simplest  possible  situation a'arhum this
may necount for the tunnel accldent

Kinastox, Jun. 9 B

To THE Epitor or Tee SvN—Sir: In
view of the Jate railroad horror, permit
me, an old railroad mdn, to ask publicity
through your columns for & suggestion by
no means new to rallrond men

Visual signals are under most circumstances
suMcient, but at particularly dangerous spots
signals should be supplemented
by actual material obstacles The “caution-
ary” signal may well be le ft as it is, but the
“danger” signal, in sddinien to
jts visible light or semaphore, should be
provided with an exienslon arm whict
when set gt danger, projects almost to centr
line of track

This arns is of flexible steel
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